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19 CFR Ch. I (4–1–14 Edition) § 18.4a 

§ 18.4a Containers or road vehicles ac-
cepted for transport under customs 
seal; requirements. 

(a)(1) Containers covered by the Cus-
toms Convention on Containers shall 
be accepted for transport under Cus-
toms seal (see § 18.4) if (i) durably 
marked with the name and address of 
the owner, particulars of tare, and 
identification marks and numbers, and 
(ii) constructed and equipped as out-
lined in Annex 1 to the Customs Con-
vention on Containers, as evidenced by 
an accompanying unexpired certificate 
of approval in the form prescribed by 
Annex 2 to that Convention or by a 
metal plate showing design type ap-
proval by a competent authority. 

(2) Containers carrying merchandise 
covered by a TIR carnet shall be ac-
cepted for transport under Customs 
seal (see § 18.4) if (i) durably marked 
with the name and address of the 
owner, particulars of tare, and identi-
fication marks and numbers, (ii) con-
structed and equipped as outlined in 
Annex 6 to the TIR Convention, as evi-
denced by an accompanying unexpired 
certificate of approval in the form pre-
scribed by Annex 8 to that Convention, 
or by a metal plate showing design 
type approval by a competent author-
ity, and (iii) if the container or road 
vehicle hauling the container has af-
fixed to it a rectangular plate bearing 
the letters ‘‘TIR’’ in accordance with 
Article 31 of the TIR Convention. 

(b) Road vehicles carrying merchan-
dise covered by a TIR carnet shall be 
accepted for transport under Customs 
seal if (1) durably marked with the 
name and address of the owner, par-
ticulars of tare, and identification 
marks and numbers, (2) constructed 
and equipped as outlined in Annex 3 to 
the TIR Convention, as evidenced by an 
accompanying unexpired certificate of 
approval in the form prescribed by 
Annex 5 to that Convention, or by a 
metal plate showing design type ap-
proval by a competent authority, and 
(3) if the road vehicle has affixed to it 
a rectangular plate bearing the letters 
‘‘TIR’’ in accordance with Article 31 of 
the TIR Convention. 

(c) The port director may refuse to 
accept for transport under Customs 
seal a container or road vehicle bearing 
evidence of approval if, in his opinion, 

the container or road vehicle no longer 
meets the requirements of the applica-
ble Convention. 

(d) Containers or road vehicles which 
are not approved under the provisions 
of a Customs Convention may be ac-
cepted for transport under Customs 
seal only if the port director at the 
port of origin is satisfied that (1) the 
container or road vehicle can be effec-
tively sealed and (2) no goods can be re-
moved from or introduced into the con-
tainer or road vehicle without obvious 
damage to it or without breaking the 
seal. A container or road vehicle so ac-
cepted shall not carry merchandise 
covered by a TIR carnet. 

[T.D. 71–70, 36 FR 4486, Mar. 6, 1971, as amend-
ed by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51254, Dec. 21, 1988] 

§ 18.5 Diversion. 

(a) Merchandise forwarded under any 
class of transportation entry may be 
diverted to any port other than the 
port named in the entry at the option 
of the consignee or agent. Except as 
provided for in paragraphs (c), (d), (e), 
(f), and (g) of this section, prior appli-
cation or approval of such diversion is 
not required. 

(b) The director of the port to which 
merchandise is diverted may permit 
merchandise in transit under bond 
under any class of transportation entry 
to be entered at his port for consump-
tion, warehouse, exportation, further 
transportation in bond, or under any 
provisions of the tariff laws. 

(c) When merchandise which has been 
delivered to the director of the port of 
original destination or port of diver-
sion under any class of transportation 
entry is to be forwarded to another 
port or returned to the port of origin, a 
new transportation entry shall be re-
quired. If the merchandise is moving 
under cover of a carnet, the carnet may 
be accepted as a transportation entry. 

(d) If it is desired to split a shipment 
at a port of destination and to enter a 
portion for consumption or warehouse 
and forward the balance in bond, or to 
divert the entire shipment or a part 
thereof to more than one port, the di-
rector of the port where diversion 
takes place shall complete the original 
transaction and shall require the filing 
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